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which is universal for a corrupt practice, but limited to a particular
constituency in the case of an illegal practice, is for five years.
(/) Persons convicted of treason or felony who have not com-
pleted their term of punishment or been pardoned, provided that
they were sentenced to imprisonment for more than twelve months.
A sitting member so convicted does not vacate his seat until he is
expelled by order of the House. A member convicted of a mis-
demeanour may be expelled by the House of Commons, but such
expulsion does not amount to a disqualification.1
(/') Persons holding or undertaking certain contracts or commis-
sions for, or on account of, the public service. Any person so dis-
qualified is subject to a penalty of £500 for every day on which he sits
or votes. The penalty is payable to a common informer, not to the
Crown. In the case of Sir Stuart Samuel, [1913] A,C. 514, it was held
by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, to which the
question was referred, that this disqualification applied to a member
of a firm employed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to
purchase silver for the purpose of the Indian currency. An Act of
Indemnity may be passed to relieve a member from the penal
consequences of sitting and voting during the existence of such
a disqualification. By the House of Commons Disqualification
(Declaration of Law) Act, 1931, it was declared that this disquali-
fication, which was imposed by the House of Commons (Disquali-
fication) Acts, 1782 and 1801, extends only to contracts for the
furnishing or providing money to be remitted abroad or wares and
merchandise to be used or employed in the service of the public.
(k) By statute a large number of public bodies (not being offices
under the Crown) exclude from their membership Members of Parlia-
ment; these bodies include the boards of all the principal nationalised
undertakings. No sitting Member can, therefore, be appointed to
such a body without vacating his seat.
Office-	(0 The holding of certain offices under the Crown,
holders.	This disqualification requires more detailed discussion in view of
the '^archa^confused aja<^fl§^factory^con of the tot" *
During the firsOSITonhe seventeenth century the House of Com-
mons asserted and secured the recognition of its right to control its
own composition. The principle underlying the decisions made
by the House was that a position, the duties of whicl^gntail prolonged
absence abroad, or even at home, is incompatible with the duties
of a member. Many of the decisions of this period were confirmed
by subsequent statutes.
1	P. 124, post.
2	Report from the Select Committee on Offices or Places of Profit-under the
Crown, H.C. 120 of 1941, and The Times, December 13,1949, Candidates and
Members, by G. Bing, M.P.

